
 

The Fifth Week of the Great Lent  
 

On Thursday of the Fifth Week, the Great Canon of St. Andrew of Crete is 
chanted. This is the longest Canon of the church year, and during the course 
of its nine Odes, most every person mentioned in the Bible is called to mind 

and tied to the theme of repentance. As a part of the Matins of the Great 
Canon, the Life of St. Mary of Egypt by St. Sophronius, Patriarch of 

Jerusalem (634 - 638) is read, for her example of repentance and overcoming 
temptation. The Fifth Sunday is dedicated to St. Mary of Egypt, 

whose Life was read earlier in the week during the Great Canon. At the end 
of the Divine Liturgy many churches celebrate a "Blessing of Dried Fruit", in 

commemoration of St. Mary's profound asceticism. 
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We pray for our entire church family and those who do not have a family or 
church family, and our special prayers are for the sick and suffering:  

 
The Archpriests Samuel and Joseph, the priest Gregory, Matushka Mihaela, 
Nadine Olsen, Marianna, Sophia Eptamenitis, Edward, Taisa, Konstance & 
Elaine Engelsman, Maria Higginbotham, Valentina Bobrowski, Ellen, Anna 
Konoleva, Erika Dobrzynski, Marie Biancarelli, Joshua and Daniel Buccieri, 

Emma Matthews, Stephanie, Kristy, Victor Szemetylo, Helen, Bonnie Shaffner 
and Helen Schweizer. Amen!!! 

*** To amend the prayer list, speak with Mary Osinski*** 
 

 
 

Hieromartyr Antipas, Bishop of Pergamum 
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April 11th, 2021 

Thoughts are salvation for us, if we realize that they are bad, battle against 
them and don’t bring them to fulfillment.  

Elder Anatopole of Optina  

The Hieromartyr Antipas, Bishop of Pergamum and Disciple of Saint John 
the Theologian:  a disciple of the holy Apostle John the Theologian 
(September 26), was bishop of the Church of Pergamum during the reign of 
the emperor Nero (54-68). By his personal example, firm faith and constant 
preaching about Christ, Saint Antipas began to turn the people of 
Pergamum from offering sacrifice to idols. The pagan priests reproached 
the bishop for leading the people away from their ancestral gods, and they 
demanded that he stop preaching about Christ and offer sacrifice to the 
idols instead. Saint Antipas calmly answered that he was not about to serve 
the demons that fled from him, a mere mortal. He said he worshiped the 
Lord Almighty, and he would continue to worship the Creator of all, with 
His Only-Begotten Son, and the Holy Spirit. The pagan priests retorted that 
their gods existed from of old, whereas Christ was not from of old but was 
crucified under Pontius Pilate as a criminal. The saint replied that the pagan 
gods were the work of human hands and that everything said about them 
was filled with iniquities and vices.. The enraged pagan priests dragged the 
Hieromartyr Antipas to the temple of Artemis and threw him into a red-hot 
copper bull, where usually they put the sacrifices to the idols. In the red-hot 
furnace the martyr prayed loudly to God, imploring Him to receive his soul 
and to strengthen the faith of the Christians. He went to the Lord 
peacefully, as if he were going to sleep (+ ca. 68). At night Christians took 
the body of the Hieromartyr Antipas, which was untouched by the fire. 
They buried him at Pergamum. The tomb of the Hieromartyr became a font 
of miracles and of healings from various sicknesses. We pray to the 
Hieromartyr Antipas for relief from toothache, and diseases of the teeth. 



  

Dates to Remember 
 

Monday 12th of April  
Parish Council Meeting via ZOOM at 6:00 pm  

 
Wednesday 13th of April  

Pan-Orthodox Liturgy of the Pre-Sanctified Gifts in Newburgh NY at 7:00 pm  
 

Thursday 15th of April  
Great Canon of Saint Andrew of Crete with the readings of the life of 

Saint Mary of Egypt at 6:00 pm   
 

Friday 16th of April  
Liturgy of the Pre-Sanctified Gifts at 6:00 pm   

 
Saturday 17th of April 

Divine Liturgy of Saint John Chrysostom at 9:00 am 
Great Vespers at 5:00 pm  

 
Sunday 18th of April  

Divine Liturgy of Saint Basil the Great at 10:00 am   
 

Friday 28th of May – Saturday 29th of May 
Holy Spirit Yard Sale 

 

 
In order to attend services, you must let us know. Call, text or email 

Father Michael at (848)228-1563 or 
holyspiritwantagenj@gmail.com 

 
Service Schedule 

 
Great Vespers: 5 pm Saturdays 

Hours: 9:40am Sundays 
Divine Liturgy: 10:00am Sundays  

 
Confessions: Will be heard every Saturday evening after Vespers or 

by appointment.  
Call, text or email Father Michael at (848)228-1563 or 

holyspiritwantagenj@gmail.com  
 

Monthly calendar at www.HolySpiritOrthodox.org 

 

  

Announcements 
 

Sincere thanks: 
To His Eminence our Archbishop Michael for blessing us with his visitation. 
We also extend our gratitude to Mark Benda, who beautifully decorated the 
life-giving cross at the center of the Church as well as Adrian Pawelko for 
replacing the damaged wall in the vestibule. 
 
Reward: 
His Eminence Archbishop Michael will reward our Very Reverend Father 
Samuel Kedala with palitza and gramata. The awarding ceremony will take 
place after the Liturgy of the Pre-Sanctified Gifts on April 9th. Please try to 
attend and show your support to our Father Samuel.  
 
Spring Clean-up day: 
After Divine Liturgy on Lazarus Saturday, April 24 we will have our spring 
cleanup day. Please plan to participate. 

Paschal Flowers 
Your donation for flowers to adorn the grave is requested and very much 
appreciated. Please mark your check or note with cash "Paschal flowers.” Our 
thanks and God Bless! 

Welcome! 
Everyone is welcome and invited to visit and worship with us and experience 
the beauty of Vespers each Saturday at 5:00 pm or Divine Liturgy each 
Sunday at 10:00 am. During Great Lent, a Liturgy of Pre-Sanctified Gifts is 
offered each Friday at 6:00 pm. Fellowship and a light Lenten meal follows 
Divine Liturgy and the Liturgy of the Pre-Sanctified Gifts. 

Church Attendance  
If you have not attended church since the reopening, you must notify Fr. 
Michael before attending. Please email, text or call Father Michael at 
(848)228-1563 or holyspiritwantagenj@gmail.com 
 
Remember to keep your offerings current... 
Offerings can be made at the conclusion of the Divine Liturgy. The collection 
basket is located on the table by the exit. You are also welcome to send your 
donation via mail to Holy Spirit Orthodox Church, 102 Route 284, Wantage, 
NJ 07461. Your continued support of the church during these difficult times is 
very much appreciated and we are thankful. 
 
Have an item for the bulletin?  
Please email Father Michael at holyspiritwantagenj@gmail.com or Mary 
Osinski at mary.osinski@gmail.com  
 


